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SUBJECT: EC FOOD AID SHIPMENTS TO BANGLADESH - SCHEDULED 
DELIVERIES DELAYED 

REF: (A) DACCA 1 188, (B) EC BRUSSELS 1940 

1 . EC COMMISSION FOOD AID OFFICIAL COLLINWOOD INFORMS 
MISSION THAT ADMINISTRATIVE PROBLEMS DELAYED EC PLANS TO 
PURCHASE 150,000 MT OF WHEAT FOR SHIPMENT TO BANGLADESH 
UNDER 1976 FOOD AID PROGRAM. AS A RESULT, EC HAS REVISED 

ITS SHIPMENT SCHEDULE. COLLINGWOOD SAYS EC CURRENTLY PLANS 
TO MAKE TWO SHIPMENTS, EACH OF 75,000 MT, IN SECOND HALF 
OF APRIL AND MAY. THESE SHIPMENTS TAKE ABOUT ONE MONTH 
TO REACH CHITTAGONG. THUS, EC WHEAT DELIVERIES OF 75,000 
MT YEACH SHOULD ARRIVE IN LATE MAY AND JUNE. THIS SHOULD 
HELP EASE POSSIBLE CONGESTION OF PORT IN MAY. 

2. COLLINGWOOD ADDS THAT THE EC PLANS TO DELAY SHIPMENT 
OF 70,000 MT OF WHEAT UNDER 1977 PROGRAM UNTIL JUNE OR 
JULY. 

3. COLLINGWOOD APPRECIATES RECEIVING EMBASSY'S FORECAST 
OF BANGLADESH'S FOOD GRAIN STOCK POSITION. HE IS ALSO 
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INTERESTED IN USAID'S ESTIMATES OF HANDLING CAPACITY OF 
CHITTAGONG PORT AND SILO.HINTON 
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